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Preamble 
The UNESCO UNITWIN network ‘Culture, Tourism, Development’, founded in 2002, will celebrate its 25th 

anniversary in 2027. Its longevity has enabled it to address, over recent years, the challenges faced by 

heritage—and in particular World Heritage—at the start of the 21st century. Its members (32 universities 

across four continents) wish to mark this anniversary by organising a symposium dedicated to the role 

of the complex relationship between heritage and tourism in the context of climate change. The issue 

of heritage is approached broadly, encompassing not only heritage sites but also their environmental, 

anthropogenic and natural ecosystems. The role of local communities is central to the symposium’s 

discussions, which shift the focus from World Heritage to the communities living in and around it.  

 

Context 
The World Heritage and Sustainable Tourism Programme1 which represents a new approach based on 

dialogue and stakeholder cooperation where planning for tourism and heritage management is 

integrated at a destination level, the natural and cultural assets are valued and protected, and 

appropriate tourism developed, together with the Policy for the Integration of a Sustainable 

Development Perspective into the Processes of the World Heritage Convention2, reflects this important 

evolution towards more integrated and people-centered approaches to heritage management. This 

approach is also fully in line with and the ARCHE Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda3 and the 

recommendations of the European Partnership for Resilient Cultural Heritage, which aim to address the 

challenges associated with the scarcity of research and data concerning adaptation strategies and 

the impact of climate and environmental change on cultural heritage; as well as to address the need 

for a better understanding, greater use and increased recognition of how cultural heritage can inform 

policies and guide implementation measures, particularly through the role of traditional and local 

knowledge. 

 
1 UNESCO World Heritage and Sustainable Tourism Programme  https://whc.unesco.org/en/tourism/  
2 UNESCO, Policy for the Integration of a Sustainable Development Perspective Into the Processes of the World Heritage Convention 
https://whc.unesco.org/en/compendium/55  
3 The ARCHE Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda guides the European co-funded Partnership for Resilient Cultural Heritage (RCH) launched 
under Horizon Europe 2026 ARCHE Consortium. ARCHE SRIA and its Synthesis, 2025, https://www.heritageresearch-hub.eu/arche-home/sria/  

https://whc.unesco.org/en/tourism/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/compendium/55
https://www.heritageresearch-hub.eu/arche-home/sria/


 

 

 

Topic 
World Heritage Sites are increasingly at the forefront of the global climate crisis. Rising sea levels, coastal 

erosion, floods, droughts, heatwaves, desertification, biodiversity loss, and extreme weather events are 

profoundly transforming both natural and cultural heritage sites across the world. Climate change is not 

only an environmental phenomenon, but it also acts as a powerful social stressor, intensifying 

inequalities, reshaping mobility patterns, exacerbating resource scarcity, and contributing to political 

instability and conflict. These transformations directly affect heritage sites, tourism economies, and the 

communities that live in, manage, and depend upon these places. The World Heritage Convention has 

been at the forefront of exploring and managing the impacts of climate change on World Heritage 

sites since the early 2000s. In 2023, a new Policy Document on Climate Action for World Heritage was 

adopted4. 

 

Tourism occupies a particularly complex position within this context.  

On the one hand, tourism generates financial resources for conservation, employment, and local 

development. On the other, it can increase pressure on fragile environments, contribute to carbon 

emissions, accelerate gentrification and social exclusion, and heighten the vulnerability of local 

populations already exposed to climate risks. In many heritage destinations, climate change is 

beginning to alter tourist flows, seasonal patterns, infrastructure needs, and the long-term viability of 

local economies based on tourism. 

These dynamics extend beyond the material fabric of heritage sites to encompass intangible cultural 

heritage and living heritage communities. Climate-induced displacement, environmental degradation 

and the erosion of traditional ecological knowledge represent compounding threats to the intangible 

dimensions of World Heritage, dimensions which are central to the 2003 Convention on the 

Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage and to the community-centred paradigm that 

increasingly defines UNESCO’s normative framework. Accordingly, contributions addressing the 

intangible dimensions of climate vulnerability are particularly encouraged. 

At the same time, broader social consequences of climate change—including migration, 

displacement, food insecurity, water scarcity, and conflicts over resources—are increasingly visible 

around heritage sites. Some World Heritage Sites are becoming places of refuge, transit, or 

demographic pressure, while others are threatened by depopulation, economic decline, or 

geopolitical tensions. In numerous regions, local communities are forced to negotiate difficult trade-

offs between conservation imperatives, tourism development, environmental adaptation, and social 

survival. 

This call for papers seeks to explore these interconnected challenges by placing particular emphasis 

on the social dimensions of climate adaptation and mitigation at World Heritage Sites. We invite 

interdisciplinary contributions from geography, anthropology, sociology, heritage studies, tourism 

studies, environmental humanities, architecture, political ecology, climate science, urban studies, and 

related fields. 

 

We particularly encourage papers that address, in relation with tourism in WH sites: 

• Community resilience and socially just adaptation strategies in and around WH sites 

• Climate-induced displacement and its impacts on heritage landscapes and tourism economies  

• Water scarcity, resource conflicts, and environmental governance  

• Tourism transformations under conditions of climate stress  

• Social inequalities, vulnerability, and environmental justice  

• The role of local communities, indigenous knowledge, and participatory governance  

• Heritage, conflict, and geopolitical instability linked to climate change  

• Climate mitigation policies, sustainable transitions and regenerative tourism 

• Changing representations of heritage in the Anthropocene, across social and institutional, 

digital, artistic, and legal frameworks, from practices of documentation and transmission for at-

risk heritage, to artistic appropriations, and evolving legal categories, including the recognition 

of natural heritage and the rights of nature 

• Changing representations of heritage in relation with digital and AI evolutions  

• Case studies examining tensions between conservation, tourism, and local livelihoods  

 

 
4 Climate Change and World Heritage (https://whc.unesco.org/en/climatechange/) 



 

 

Comparative, empirical, theoretical, and policy-oriented contributions are welcome. We also 

encourage submissions addressing underrepresented regions and communities, particularly in the 

Global South, small island states, mountain regions, arid environments, and conflict-affected areas. 

By bringing together scholars and practitioners working on climate change, tourism, and heritage, this 

publication aims to foster new perspectives on how World Heritage Sites can remain socially inclusive, 

environmentally resilient, and culturally meaningful in an era of profound ecological and societal 

transformation. 

 

Organisation 
This conference is organised by the UNESCO UNITWIN network Culture, Tourism, Development, as part 

of the SPHINX – France 2030 project5 and in collaboration with the Resilient Cultural Heritage Partnership 

(RCH). 

 

Scientific Committee  

Carmen María Ramos Universidad Nacional Tres de Febrero, Argentina 

Dominique Vanneste KU Leuven, Belgium 

Noel Salazar KU Leuven, Belgium 

Sidney Raimundo University of Sao Paolo, Brazil 

Thiago Allis University of Sao Paolo, Brazil 

Marcello Tomé Universidade Federal Fluminense, Brazil 

Lucie K. Morisset UQAM, Canada 

Chaozhi Zhang  Fudan University, China 

Jun Gao Sun Yat-Sen University, China 

Linsheng Zhong China Academy of Sciences, China 

Clara Ines Sanchez  Universidad Externado de Colombia, Colombia 

Nataša Urošević   Juraj Dobrila University of Pula, Croatia 

Petros Kosmas Cyprus University of Technology, Cyprus,  

Yenesew Alene Belew University of Gondar, Ethiopia 

Mulugeta Feseha  Mekelle University, Ethiopia 

Emanuela Canghiari IREST, EIREST, Université Paris 1, France 

Francesca Cominelli IREST, EIREST, Université Paris 1, France 

Aurélie Condevaux IREST, EIREST, Université Paris 1, France 

Sébastien Jacquot IREST, EIREST, Université Paris 1, France 

Amalia Kotsaki  Technical University of Crete, Greece 

Stavros Katsios Ionian University, Greece 

Lia Bassa Budapest Metropolitan University, Hungary 

Maria Irene Prete University of Salento, Italy 

Pamela Palmi University of Salento, Italy 

Alessia Mariotti     University of Bologna at Rimini, Italy 

Siri Veland NORCE - Norwegian Research Center, Norway 

Magda Banaszkiewicz Jagellonian University in Krakow, Poland 

Norberto Santos University of Coimbra, Portugal 

Nuria Morere Molinero URJC (Madrid), Spain 

Silvia Aulet University of Girona, Spain 

Dolors Vidal-Casellas University of Girona, Spain 

Maria Garcia University Complutense Madrid, Spain 

Dimitri Ioannides Mid Sweden University, Sweden 

Lorenzo Cantoni USI – Università della Svizzera italiana, Switzerland 

Gamal Abdelmonem University of York, UK 

Mike Robinson Nottingham Trent University, UK 

Amar Galla International Institute for Inclusive museum 

 
5 SPHINX | Heritage Sciences, Heritage, Innovation, Challenges is a consortium led by Sorbonne University and 12 partners – cultural and academic 
institutions – brought together as part of an AMI-SHS project run by the French National Research Agency (2025–2030) to harness expertise from the 
humanities and social sciences to renew perspectives on heritage and inform public debate. 

 



 

 

 

Scientific Coordinator 
Maria Gravari-Barbas, IREST, EIREST, Paris1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University 

 

Submissions 
Proposals for papers may be submitted in French, English or Spanish, by filling THIS FORM. Proposals must 

be 500 words in length and must include: the title of the paper; the names and affiliations of the co-

authors; 5 keywords; the context and methodology used; and a maximum of 5 main references 

relevant to the paper. Proposals must also be accompanied by a 200-word biographical note for each 

(co-)author. 

 

Review process 
Abstracts will be reviewed by the Scientific Committee. Full papers accepted for publication will 

undergo editorial review by the Scientific Committee. 
 

Dates 
Submission of the abstracts:    November 30th, 2026 

Notification of acceptance:     December 30th, 2026 

Final submission of papers, in accordance with 

the template to be sent to accepted authors:  April 1rst, 2027   

Conference dates:      1–3 July 2027 

 

Registration 
UNITWIN-UNESCO members     200€ 

Non-members      300€ 

PhD and Master Students (with University ID)  100€ 

 

Contact:  

Chaire-UNESCO-TOURISME@univ-paris1.fr 

 

 

 
Pictures:  

- Philip Nalangan Rice terraces in Batad, Ifugao, Philippines. Creative Commons 

- Giovanni Mello, Acqua alta at Venice: tourists on footbridges waiting to visit San Marco Church. 

Creative Commons 
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